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ABSTRACT

Ohre of the most important areas of research in education is the role of parents in student achievement. Studies
indicate that parenis working as volunteers, homework helpers, and participanis in school activifies influence
student success, but we do not know exzctly how that happens or how teachers perceive of their relationships
with parents. Although researchers state that the parent teacher relationship is important, they have not
systematically unpacked how parent involvement is related to the instructional decision making of teachers.
New emphasis is being placed on the importance of parent mvolvement in children’s education. In a synthesis of
research on the effects of parent hlvoivmmhhamexﬁmt,aamlysisnfmwsmdiﬁﬂzatmipiﬂatedpamm
training for homework involvement reveals that training parents to be involved in their child’s homework results
in (2) higher rates of homework completion, (b) fewer homcwork problems, and (c) possibly, improved
academic performance among elementary schoo! children The results susgest that different types of parent
involvement in homework have different refationships to achievement and that the type of parent involvement
changes as children move through the school grades.
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INTRODUCTION 4
It is no wonder that parest involvement the schibols has become a major educational issue in the
1980s. This is an era of increasing ; the quzlity of education i this country. States are taking a

greater Tole in monitoring and maintaining academic standards.Communities are ever more watchful of the
expense of public education. Local schools are cot aboutegnifnming 6 provide high-quality teaching and
assurarice that their children will receive adequate
inent 2 valaable, if largely untapped, resource for

e a sexse of commumity and commitment? Or is
teachérs and administrators or even 3 threat fo the aufonomy
have fwo main educators in their lives — their parents and
5 S GEATHe child attends an early years setfing o starts school and
heir children's Jeamning throughout school and beyond. The school and
@mkmmﬂwmmmmnﬂm
@W(asagavm,hc&ﬁnghﬁsdammﬂdmﬁnghmch
at home, teaching songs or mursery thymes and assisting with homework.

1) Parents’ involvement inthe, ]
2) Their involvement in support of the individual child at home. 3

This document is focused.g the second of these, as there is consistent evidence of the educational benefits
of involving parents in their-¢hild’s learning at home.6 Because of the complex inferaction between a mumber of
factors (and only some of which have been taken into account in the analysis) it is difficult to prove that one
causes the other, the research instead demonstrates that a relationship exists between parental involvement and

achievement. .
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

There are literally hundreds of books, journal articles, and stand-alone reports on the subject of parents'
involvement in their children's education. These writings include research reports, expert opinions, theory
papers, program descriptions, and guidefines for setting up programs. A great many of these reports are
informative and useful, and, because parat involvement bas become a "hot topic™ in the past few years, there is
considerable current information.
Walberg, H. J; Bole, R. E. and Waxman, H. C. (1980) Investigates the effects on student achievement of
parent sapport of learning activities. Parents of students in grades 1-6 in 41 z:?ms;'?{fhimgoagrwdto
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